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3 April 2012 
 

Scomi Rail to collaborate with Ricardo on rail 
driveline technology 
 
Agreement allows Scomi to continue its efforts in product development and 

innovation, focusing on further enhancing product performance and offerings 

to cater to the growing opportunities for rail systems across the world 

Scomi Rail Bhd, a subsidiary of Scomi Engineering Bhd, has announced an agreement with Ricardo plc 

to collaborate in the development of a new driveline system. Ricardo’s world-class driveline design and 

development expertise will complement Scomi’s capabilities in the design and manufacturing of 

monorails, light rail vehicles and metro systems. As part of Scomi’s on-going product development and 

improvement initiatives, the company has contracted Ricardo to support its driveline system engineering 

activity. Ricardo is an established international leader in the development of high capacity durability and 

reliability transmission and driveline components and systems for multiple sectors from cars, trucks and 

off-highway equipment to rail vehicles and wind energy turbines. 

Suhaimi Yaacob, president of Scomi Rail said: “We are extremely pleased to be working with Ricardo on 

this project, which integrates Scomi’s acknowledged international leadership in rail systems innovation 

with Ricardo’s expertise in world-class transmission and driveline technology. Scomi and Ricardo share 

a common vision to deliver high-level quality products to rail operators thus improving consumer’s 

travelling experience. Our partnership with Ricardo will allow us to further enhance our products to cater 

to the growing and changing needs of rail systems across the world." 

“Ricardo is proud to be able to collaborate with Scomi Rail on its highly successful rail products that are 

gaining interest and commercial success in many parts of the world,” said Jim Buchanan, Ricardo 

director of rail vehicle technology. “Such rail systems have the potential to provide a highly attractive 

solution for rapidly developing urban centres. This engineering partnership is a further demonstration of 

the breadth of the Ricardo rail engineering capability – spanning all types of vehicles from high speed 

fleets to mass transit, and from conventional steel wheel/steel rail to alternative systems – as well as our 

ability to deliver projects on a truly global basis.” 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, project innovation and 
strategy. With almost a century of delivering value, we employ over 1600 professional engineers, consultants and 
staff. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on 
high efficiency, low emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. Our client list 
includes the world's major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions & governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & 
innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. For 
more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
 
 
Scomi Engineering Bhd is a leading provider of public transportation solutions through the designing and 
manufacturing of coaches, rail wagons, monorail systems, and special purpose vehicles. Its monorail SUTRA, 
which stands for Scomi Urban Transit Rail Application, is the answer to fast growing cities where transit corridors 
are limited in space and dense in nature. 
 
The straddle type SUTRA Monorail System complies with the highest international standards of safety and 
reliability. It is a modern urban transport system where the cars move on a single concrete beam in an elevated 
corridor. The design makes it possible to execute the project on a fast-track as it requires a small foot-print and 
facilitates implementation with minimal demolition of structures. Other advantages include greater reliability, high 
manoeuvrability, lower cost and an eco-friendly design. 
 
In November 2008, Scomi and its consortium partner, Larsen & Toubro Ltd. India (“L&T”) were awarded a 
contract to construct India's first Monorail system in Mumbai that will cover a length of 19.5km and the project is 
expected to be completed by 2012. In June 2011, Scomi secured its first monorail project in Brazil together with 
its consortium CR Almeida, Andrade Gutierrez S.A. and Montagens e Projetos Especiais S.A.  The St Judas Line 
17 monorail project located in São Paulo, Brazil, will cover a length of 18km and is expected to be completed by 
end of 2014. 
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